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I’ve always loved the fall months of the year.  

The air is crisper, the leaves are changing, and 

of course, it’s football season as well.  At work, 

our budgets have been approved and most of 

us have moved on to year end work and pre-

paring for our auditors.  There seems to be no 

end to the list of things that need to be done.  

Fortunately, we have a couple of training op-

portunities coming up that will give us the 

chance to take a break and catch up with our 

colleagues from around the state. 

 

The Governmental Accounting and 

Auditing Forum is December 11th & 

12th at the Birmingham Marriott.  

This event is a joint effort planned 

by the AGA, ASCPA, and GFOAA.  We 

will be taking donations for the Bir-

mingham Area Food Bank, and 

each can good will earn you 1 ticket 

in a drawing to win a $150 gift cer-

tificate to The Summit!   

 

The GFOAA 30th Annual Conference 

will be held February 24th – 26th in Mobile at 

the Battle House Renaissance Hotel.  This 

year’s conference theme is Highways and Bay 

Ways to Financial Stability.  Mobile always 

hosts a great conference, so make your plans 

to attend.  By taking advantage of both of 

these opportunities, you can earn a total of 32 

CPE hours. Go to www.gfoaa.org/events for 

more information and registration for both 

events. 

 

One of my favorite times of the day is in the 

evening when I’m lying in bed with Jackson, 

talking about what we did that day and what 

all we’re going to do in the days ahead.  Once 

we’ve covered  all of that, as well as anything 

else he can think of to avoid sleep, without fail 

I hear the words, “Dad, tell me a story.”  Some-

times we read, sometimes I tell him one from 

memory, and sometimes I just make one up 

from scratch.  It doesn’t matter to Jackson 

which one I choose, just as long as I tell him 

something.  The other night as I was online 

looking for new ideas, I ran across a quote 

from a Winnie the Pooh story where Christo-

pher Robin tells Pooh…”Promise me you’ll al-

ways remember: You’re braver than you be-

lieve, and stronger than you seem, and 

smarter than you think”.  At three years old, 

Jackson doesn’t really grasp the meaning of 

those words, but there is a truth in 

them that I need him to understand 

and remember.  Far too soon the day 

will come when the world will try to 

tell him differently.  It may cause him 

to question himself and his abili-

ties.  When that day comes, as it does 

for everyone eventually, I need him to 

hear me whispering loudly in his ear 

“You are braver than you believe, and 

stronger than you seem, and smarter 

than you think”. 

 

The same applies to us as adults.  As we move 

forward into a new fiscal year, we are sure to 

be faced with challenges, including some that 

we may feel we cannot overcome.  But when 

life gets tough, instead of feeling defeated, try 

to stop for a moment and think of Christopher 

Robin and Pooh.  If nothing else, the thought 

should put a smile on your face.  “You are 

braver than you believe, and stronger than you 

seem, and smarter than you think”…and 

you’ve got what it takes to succeed. 

 

I hope everyone has a safe and happy Thanks-

giving and Christmas.  I look forward to seeing 

you all in Mobile. 

                                                    Derek 
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GFOAA SUM M E R  CO NF E R E N C E  
OR A N GE  BE AC H ,  ALA BA MA  

The GFOAA Summer Conference was held August 

14—16, 2013 in Orange Beach, Alabama.  The 

theme was “Rolling With the Waves of Change.”  

Melinda Lopez and her committee put together 

an interesting and informative program with top-

ics including “Fraud and Embezzlement,” 

“Measuring Risk Vs. Reward: Bond Investing in a 

Difficult Interest Rate Environment,” an update 

on GASB 63 and 63, an Economic Update, 

“Healthcare Reform Checkup,” “Preparing for 

Your Year-End Audit,” “Budget & Structural Bal-

ance Utilizing State CAFR’s,” and a motivational 

session to end the conference entitled “Thriving 

on Change.” 

As always, there were opportunities for everyone 

to network and enjoy the beautiful Alabama 

beaches with an opening reception Wednesday 

evening and dinner Thursday evening.  Our spon-

sors turned out in force this year.  They contrib-

ute not only funds to support our conferences, 

but have the opportunity to introduce partici-

pants to their products and services.  The dates 

for the 2014 Summer Conference are August 

20—22, 2014.  Save the Date!  

GFOAA Appreciates our Sponsors! 

Bank of New York Mellon     S.S. Nesbitt & Company 

Beason & Nalley       Sungard Public Sector 

BBVA Compass       Vining Sparks 

Boreland Benefield 

Fontenot Benefits & Actuarial Consulting 

The PFM Group 

Regions Bank 
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GOVERNMENTAL ACCOUNTING STANDARDS BOARD 

LAUNCHES NEW WEBSITE 

 

The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) has launched an updated website that features more 

user-friendly navigation and “plain English” resources that provide extensive background on accounting and 

financial reporting issues for state and local governments. The site is found at www.gasb.org. 

 

The website redesign follows the launch of the Financial Accounting Foundation (FAF) and theFinancial Ac-

counting Standards Board’s (FASB) new websites, branding, and logos. 

 

The new GASB website is designed to be the primary source of news and information about the GASB and its 

activities. The website includes videos and other new content intended for a wide range of users, including 

those who are unfamiliar with the GASB and its activities. For example, the inaugural videofeatures GASB Chair-

man David A. Vaudt discussing implementation issues related to the new GASB pension accounting and finan-

cial reporting standards. 

 

The new GASB website has a more intuitive web platform that makes it easier to find the latest updates on pro-

jects and initiatives. For example, GASB’s new pension standards, due process documents currently out for 

comment, and the new online Governmental Accounting Research System are prominently featured on the 

main page along with other key GASB resources. 

 

“The new GASB website allows visitors to easily find what they need to know about the Board and the role it 

has in establishing accounting and financial reporting standards,” said GASB Chairman David A. Vaudt. “The 

site was designed to help stakeholders broaden their knowledge and expertise, and to weigh in on the GASB’s 

standards-setting activities.” 

 

The new GASB website also features an interactive digital timeline that tells the story of the GASB, FAF, and the 

FASB through photos, videos, and quotes from the past 40 years. 

 

The new website was designed by Ball & Chain, LLC, based in Stamford, CT. 

 

 

About the Governmental Accounting Standards Board  

 

The GASB is the independent, not-for-profit organization formed in 1984 that establishes and improves finan-

cial accounting and reporting standards for state and local governments. Its seven members are drawn from 

the Board’s diverse constituency, including preparers and auditors of government financial statements, users 

of those statements, and members of the academic community. More information about the GASB can be 

found at its website, www.gasb.org. 

http://www.gasb.org/
http://www.accountingfoundation.org/cs/ContentServer?c=FAFContent_C&pagename=Foundation%2FFAFContent_C%2FFAFNewsPage&cid=1176163064789
http://www.fasb.org/cs/ContentServer?c=FASBContent_C&pagename=FASB%2FFASBContent_C%2FNewsPage&cid=1176162531463
http://www.fasb.org/cs/ContentServer?c=FASBContent_C&pagename=FASB%2FFASBContent_C%2FNewsPage&cid=1176162531463
http://www.gasb.org/cs/ContentServer?c=Page&pagename=GASB%2FPage%2FGASBSectionPage&cid=1176158425011
http://www.gasb.org/cs/ContentServer?c=Page&pagename=GASB%2FPage%2FGASBSectionPage&cid=1176156729156
http://www.gasb.org/cs/ContentServer?c=Page&pagename=GASB%2FPage%2FGASBSectionPage&cid=1175804830991
http://www.gasb.org/cs/ContentServer?c=Page&pagename=GASB%2FPage%2FGASBSectionPage&cid=1175804830991
https://gars.gasb.org/
http://www.gasb.org/cs/ContentServer?c=Page&pagename=GASB%2FPage%2FGASBSectionPage&cid=1175804836857
http://www.fasb.org/jsp/FASB/Page/TimelinePage&cid=1175805309640
http://www.gasb.org/


 

CGAT Classes 

 

November 7, 2013—Billing/Accounts Receivable 

January 15, 2014—Payroll 

 

All classes to be held at the University of Alabama  

Bryant Conference Center 

Tuscaloosa, Alabama from 9:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. 

 

Registration fee $150.00 

(Includes Lunch) 

 

Registration forms available by clicking here or by 

email to tcroom@tuscaloosa.com 

 

 

 

GFOAA Quarterly Board Meeting 

 
December 11, 2013 

Birmingham, AL   36561 

Details TBA 
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UP COM I N G  EV EN TS  

                                                                                               At the GAAF Conference we will 
                                                                                             be taking donations for the 

                                                                                                     Birmingham Area Food Bank.  

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                   Each can donated will earn 1 ticket in a drawing  
                                                                                                    to win a $150 gift certificate to the The Summit. 

 
                                                                                                      Thank you in advance for your generous support of the  

                                                                                                       Food Bank and helping the less fortunate.  

 

 

 

Birmingham Marriott 

3590 Grandview Parkway  

Birmingham, AL 35243  

Click here for Agenda and Registration Information. 

 

Co-sponsored by GFOAA, AGA, and ASCPA. 

GFOAA 30th Annual Conference 

 

“Highways and Bay Ways  

to Financial Stability” 

 

February 24—26, 2014 

The Battle House  

Renaissance Mobile Hotel and Spa 

26 North Royal Street 

Mobile, Alabama  36602 

Click here for hotel reservation, conference 

 registration, and sponsorship information. 

http://gfoaa.org/docs/CGAT%20Registration%20Form-FA%202013.pdf
mailto:tcroom@tuscaloosa.com
http://www.ascpa.org/Content/ContinuingEducation/Conferences/Governmental-AA-Forum.aspx
http://gfoaa.org/events.html


The Quarterly Board of Directors meeting was held April 

17, 2013 at the Frank M. Johnson, Jr. Federal Building 

and Federal Courthouse in Montgomery, Alabama.  

President Derek Reeves called the meeting to order at 

10:15 a.m.  

Minutes of the February 27, 2013 board meeting held 

in Montgomery, Alabama and minutes of the March 28, 

2013 electronic meeting (email) were reviewed and 

approved.       

Treasurer’s Report—Carole Heggeman was absent.  

Melinda Lopez advised that the Treasurer’s report was 

not ready and will be sent at a later date by Carole.  

Derek Reeves indicated that a copy of the 2013-2014 

budget that was approved during the electronic Board 

meeting was attached to the back of the agenda 

packet.  

Administrative Assistant’s Report—Jamie Moyers 

presented the member listing that reflected dues paid 

by the annual conference registration.  She inquired 

about associate members receiving dues credit for at-

tending the conference.  Charles Clack indicated that 

associates should not receive dues credit for attending 

the conference and should be billed.  Sarah Williams 

informed that the dues collected during the registration 

process have been transferred from the conference 

account to the main account.  Ms. Moyers reported that 

there were 130 attendees who received dues credit.  

Melinda Lopez confirmed that the dues are $50 for 

regular members and $100 for associate members.   

Certification Board  - Sarah Williams reported that cer-

tifications for the year have been finalized.  

Scholarships—Russell Raney reported that he has no 

update as scholarship applications are not due until July 

15.  Keren Deal indicated that July 15 is not a normal 

deadline for other scholarships.  Because of this dead-

line being in the summer, no one is pushing the stu-

dents to apply for these scholarships.  February 15 is 

the normal deadline for other scholarships.  After dis-

cussion of potential deadline changes, a decision was 

made to keep the current deadline of July 15, 2013 and 

change the deadline to December 15, starting in De-

cember 2013.   

Government Relations—Charla Doucet reported that 

there have been 1,085 bills introduced in this session, 
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with 452 of those originating in the Senate and 653 origi-

nating in the House.  Ms. Doucet informed the Board of 

the consolidation of law enforcement at the State level.  

The majority of this will take effect in January 2015 and 

will affect several law enforcement agencies in the State.  

Ms. Doucet also provided information on a bill that has 

been passed that puts in place the Office of Secretary of 

Information Technology.  This will put in place a new 

agency to oversee information technology for State agen-

cies.  On the regulatory side, the Public Service Commis-

sion is reviewing rate stabilization and equalization plans 

for power and Mobile gas.  She reported that the last day 

of the regular session is May 21.  

Membership—Melinda Lopez reported on last year’s 

membership drive that provided a weekend beach trip as 

the prize.  Ms. Lopez asked for suggestions and other 

ideas for membership drives.  She has received a list of 

the Finance Directors, and Keren Deal will provide a list 

of State CFOs to be used for membership mailings.   

2013 Annual Conference 

Sarah Williams reported 130 conference attendees, plus 

an additional 50 participants from our sponsors that rep-

resented 18 different entities.  There were 2 platinum 

sponsors, 2 gold sponsors, 8 silver sponsors, and 6 gen-

eral sponsors.   

2013 Summer Conference—Melinda Lopez reported 

that the conference is August 14-16 at the Hampton Inn 

and Suites in Orange Beach.  She mentioned again hav-

ing a meeting for the Finance Director’s group during the 

summer conference.  She will contact Penny Smith to 

inquire about their interest in this.  Melinda Lopez re-

ported that she is working on speakers and will have 

more information in the near future.   

2014 Annual Conference—Relya Mallory reported that 

the annual conference is February 24-26 at the Renais-

sance Riverview in Mobile.  The room rate is $134.   

New Business—Member Lamar McDavid has requested 

Emeritus Status.    

Meeting was adjourned at 11:50 a.m. 

 

For a complete copy of the minutes, contact Derek 

Reeves or any of the committee chairs. 



President: 

Derek Reeves 

Office: 205-248-5175 

dreeves@tuscaloosa.com 

 

First Vice President: 

Melinda James Lopez  

Office: 205-444-7612 

jamesm@ci.hoover.al.us 

 

Second Vice President: 

Kelly Brendle  

Office: 334-242-6379 

brendlek@dot.state.al.us   

 

Secretary: 

Allison D. Edge  

Office: 334-501-7233 

aedge@auburnalabama.org   

 

Treasurer: 

Carole Heggeman  

Office: 251-574-6460 
cheggeman@alabamacourt.net  
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Associate Director 

Donna Cooper  

Office: 334-409-7264 

Donna.Cooper@BBVACompass.com   

 

Immediate Past President 

Russell Raney 

Office: 256-775-5806 

rraney@cullmancats.net 

 

 Administrative Assistant 

Jamie Moyers 

Office: 334-312-2770 

mail.gfoaa@yahoo.com   

 

Public Information Officer 

Charles Clack 

Office:334-353-8070 

Charles.clack@revenue.alabama.gov 

 

 

Directors: 

Keren Deal   

Office: 334-244-3561   

kdeal@aum.edu  

 

Sarita Tapscott    

Office: 256-426-6663 

stapscott@alabastercityschools.org  

 

Nancy Wilson    

Office: 251-929-0346  

nancy.wilson@cofairhope.com 

 

Celia Sapp  

Office: 251-208-7803     

sappc@cityofmobile.org  

 

Relya Mallory   

Office: 251-208-7169      

mallory@cityofmobile.org  

 

Melissa Woods    

Office: 205-739-7132   

woodsm@ci.hoover.al.us  

GFOAA Office Administration 

Please notify Jamie Moyers to change your address, or other pertinent information,  

at the following address: 

P. O. Box 240574 

Montgomery, AL 36124-0574 

Phone: 334–312-2770 or 

 Email: mail.gfoaa@yahoo.com  

mailto:dreeves@tuscaloosa.com
mailto:jamesm@ci.hoover.al.us
mailto:brendlek@dot.state.al.us
mailto:aedge@auburnalabama.org
mailto:cheggeman@alabamacourt.net
mailto:Donna.Cooper@BBVACompass.com
mailto:rraney@cullmancats.net
mailto:mail.gfoaa@yahoo.com
mailto:Charles.clack@revenue.alabama.gov
mailto:kdeal@mail.aum.edu
mailto:stapscott@alabastercityschools.org
mailto:nancy.wilson@cofairhope.com
mailto:sappc@cityofmobile.org
mailto:mallory@cityofmobile.org
mailto:woodsm@ci.hoover.al.us
mailto:mail.gfoaa@yahoo.com


$$ money ta lk  $$  

Certification Board 

Sarah Williams, CGFO 

Office:  334-954-3907 

Sarah_williams@almba.uscourts.gov 

 

Education  

Derek Reeves 

Office: 205-248-5175 

dreeves@tuscaloosa.com 

 

 

 

Governmental Relations  

Charla Doucet 

Office: 334-242-7305 

Cdoucet@ago.state.al.us 

 

Membership 

Melinda James Lopez  

Office: 205-444-7612 

jamesm@ci.hoover.al.us 

 

 

 

 

 

Scholarships & Service 

Russell Raney 

Office: 256-775-5806 

rraney@cullmancats.net 
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CO MMI TTEE  FU N C TION S  

CO MMI TTEE  CHA IR P ER SO N S  

Membership Committee 

 

The Membership Committee shall promote and encourage membership in GFOAA and is responsible for the annual 

 membership directory. 

 

Government Relations Committee 

 

The Government Relations Committee shall monitor and report on legislative action affecting governmental finance 

 and promote intergovernmental cooperation. 

 

Education Committee 

The Education Committee shall establish, organize and promote educational programs within the membership. 

 

Scholarship, Awards and Service Committee 

 

The Scholarship, Awards and Service Committee is responsible for the administration of the scholarship and awards 

program.  The committee is also responsible for implementing and monitoring service projects as assigned. 

 

Strategic Planning Committee 

 

 The Strategic Planning Committee is responsible for preparing the long-range plans to meet the organization’s goals 

 and objectives.  The committee is also responsible for communicating the plan to each committee.  The committee 

 will serve as the monitoring entity for the committee projects associated with the strategic plan. 

mailto:sarah_williams@almba.uscourts.gov
mailto:dreeves@tuscaloosa.com
mailto:Cdoucet@ago.state.al.us
mailto:jamesm@ci.hoover.al.us
mailto:rraney@cullmancats.net


P. O. Box 240574 

Montgomery, AL 

 36124-0574 

Government 
Finance Off icers  

Association of  
A labama 
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                The Alabama Journal of Government Finance 

 

Editor: Charles W. Clack 

57 Blue Pine Lane 

Wetumpka, Alabama  36093 

Mission Statement 

The mission of the 
Government Finance 
Officers Association of 
Alabama is to provide a 
professional associa-
tion for government 
finance personnel dedi-
cated to enabling its 
members to provide 
quality professional 
service to their con-
stituents with the high-
est level of integrity. 

 


